Fall 2016
Preview of January 2017 Seminar: DM 840 Formed in Christ in and for Community
Many Christ-followers hope to experience real life change when they commit to attend
their local church. The problem is that community may be one of the most over-promised,
under-delivered aspects of the Christian life, and spiritual transformation is sometimes just as elusive. The church of North America is
comprised of fiercely self-sufficient, rugged individualists who prefer
to do it their own way—on their own.

Transformation, as Ruth Haley Barton, suggests, “emerges as we
embrace a shared commitment to the attitudes, practices, and behaviors that open us to Christ in our midst.” Dallas Willard once said
that “local congregations, the places where Christians gather on a
regular basis, must resume the practice of making the spiritual formation of their members into Christlikeness their primary goal.”

Dr. Martin Johnson

This January, come be a part of learning how to be formed—and to
help form others—in community, through community, and for community.

Reflecting on DM 835 Biblical Theology seminar in July 2016
I had the opportunity to teach DM 835 in July. It was a wonderful
chance to reacquaint myself and expose budding scholars to the
questions and methods of the discipline of biblical theology. We
learned about how biblical theology is somewhat of a bridge between the disciplines of biblical studies and theology and how it is
distinct from both.
In addition, we explored many of the various themes that are common to biblical theology such as the centrality of covenant and the
theme of the People of God. The class gave us the opportunity to
learn from one another as a beautiful diversity of perspectives were
represented. Perhaps the most important thing that occurred was
that we had the opportunity to gather together, to listen for God’s
voice in his Word, and to take a couple of steps to being more like
Christ.

Dr. Rob Douglass
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2016 Doctor of Ministry Graduates
Reflections on my Doctoral Studies Journey
The nature of the Doctor of Ministry program at Winebrenner Theological Seminary allowed for a dual study experience. It was a combination of studies at the Seminary
and Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) - a specialized
training for healthcare chaplains. The learning context for
CPE was healthcare facilities that exposed me to people
from diverse social, economic, religious, and ethnic backgrounds needing care, comfort, and healing. This experience led to the focus of my research project, “Emotional
Intelligence and Chaplaincy: An Analysis of Elements of
Emotional Intelligence in Chaplains’ Clinical Training and
Encounters.”

Dr. Agnes Makau-Olwendo

The study was a synthesis of three themes: chaplaincy,
leadership, and spiritual formation. The focus of the study
enabled me to identify areas of self-awareness and social
awareness, crucial for personal and professional functioning. The process of my seminary studies had a profound
effect on my evolved integrated approach to spiritual care,
as a member of the interdisciplinary team for holistic
healthcare to a diverse population.
I feel I am a more effective, but humbled clinical chaplain
and pastor.
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2016 Doctor of Ministry Graduates
During times of reflection it is only natural
that a person wonders (given the same circumstancees) if the decisions they have made were the right
ones in life. Like most of us, a common reaction
would be to rethink the minor details and from time
to time wonder, “what if?”
However, the reality of the matter is that most
of us live with the decisions that are made and the
outcomes that occur without any major regrets.
There are special events of life that reaffirm
the choices we make. Those are the ones that become
defining moments in our lives, which resonate in our
spirit and purpose for being. Knowing such outcomes and that God is involved in all that
emerges, the DMin journey at WTS has reenergized my faith and become one of the best
decisions I have ever made in life.
Dr. Dan Pritt

The research project completed was entitled, Adaptive Outreach: The Missional Process of
Engagement. The topic and the sequence of events associated with the journey were transformative, experiential, and extremely practical. By studying organizations and leaders who
exhibited adaptive capacity and strategies that successfully address change, such traits are
readily transferred to others who may want to improve their effectiveness in ministry/
service. The Discovery Zone events (experimental learning labs created during the study),
which participants attended, verified this to be true.
Being in business for thirty plus years and now in full time ministry with CSi-Community
Service Institute, life has changed significantly. Yes, many challenges both personal and
professionally occurred during the time invested while at Winebrenner. It is through such
growth one comes to appreciate and somewhat understand Apostle Paul’s insight in counting adversity as all joy.
Answering God’s call to service has become a defining moment, and I pray that it will be
yours as well. Now counts for eternity!
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Program Foundations:
 Program is designed for persons holding the
Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree or its equivalent and are engaged in Christian ministry.


Practical focus is intentionally formatted to
increase professional ministry competency.



Ministry practitioners are equipped for advanced levels of theological reflection and
praxis of leadership, missiology, biblical
theology, and worship.



Spiritual formation emphasis fosters personal
development to become more like Christ,
which impacts all dimensions of one’s journey
and service to others.



Four-year in-service degree, the DMin permits
students to complete the program while remaining in full-time ministry.



Professional and personal development (16
credits) plus research and writing the doctoral
project (16 credits) comprise the curriculum.

Doctor of Ministry
Director
Rev. Dr. M. John Nissley
has served for 16 years as the
Professor of Spiritual Formation & Pastoral
Theology at
Winebrenner Theological
Seminary.
Since 2008, he has served as
the Doctor of
Ministry Director.
Contact Dr. John Nissley
(419) 434-4247 or
(800) 992-4987, ext. 4247
E-mail:
jnissley@winebrenner.edu

Program Distinctive: Doctoral students launch
their research project from the very beginning of
the program in order to integrate new insights
from seminars and cohort class sessions during
the entire 4-year study process.
Program Components:
1) Intensive One-Week Seminars—January & July
2) Individual Self-directed Learning—Before and
after each intensive seminar
3) Community Peer Learning—Cohort learning
experience
4) Doctoral Research Project—Research focus is
determined by the doctoral student’s ministry
context.
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