Doctor of Ministry Program
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Highlights in the Doctor of
Ministry Program


Two students preparing to
graduate in August 2016!



”Four years ago, one of my
DMin students aptly noted
that, ‘Biblical theology is a
wonderful discipline through
which God is constantly engaging God’s people.’ I couldn’t
agree more and look forward
to leading another group of
students through this engaging
experience!” -Dr. Sweeney

Biblical Theology!

DM 835 Biblical Theology Seminar by Dr. James Sweeney
During the second week of July (11-15) this summer I will have the privilege of leading a Doctor of Ministry seminar on the
theme of biblical theology. I led this seminar previously in July of 2012 to a group of attentive and very capable students
from diverse backgrounds and ministry experiences, which made for an interesting, interactive, and engaging class. I gained
interest in biblical theology during my undergraduate and graduate studies. However, it was an integrative doctoral seminar in 1995 with Prof. D. A. Carson entitled, “Exegesis, Biblical, and Systematic Theology,” which really stimulated my own
interest in the subject. Dr. Carson was and remains a big advocate of theological integration.
He maintains that biblical theology offers rich resources for systematic theology. Biblical theology itself is primarily historical and descriptive. It attempts to look at major theological
themes across the Bible’s own storyline. Systematic theology, by contrast, is organized
around logical-theological categories (God, humanity, sin, Christ, Holy Spirit, Salvation, et al.)
and is very concerned with cultural engagement.

Dr. James Sweeney

This summer, we will survey the biblical-theological themes of creation, the fall, the covenants, promise, kingdom, and messianic expectation/fulfillment as they are presented and
developed within the Old Testament and appropriated and reapplied by Jesus and the New
Testament authors. We will also look at the relevance of Jesus’ and the New Testament authors’ use of the Old Testament as a guide for contemporary biblical interpretation, four representative models of the relationship between the Testaments and their implications for
the unity and applicability of Scripture; and the application of biblical-theological themes to
contemporary ministry contexts.
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Reflections on DM 860: Spiritual Leadership

While old man winter continued to deliver what he is best known
for outside, Dr. Joel Cocklin delivered what he is best known for
inside. It was January 25-29, 2016 with temperatures in the twenties and always the threat of snow that four D.Min. students focused with their professor on deepening their understanding and
praxis of Spiritual Leadership in their present ministry context. The
textbooks were as diversified as the students as the emphasis was
placed on; identifying your own leadership styles, exploring what
can go wrong in leadership, as well as what can go right in leadership, and what goes into the making of an effective servant leader.

Dr. Joel Cocklin

Then it became personal; how well am I doing as a leader, and
what do I still need to learn as a leader (parts 1 and 2). The exploration of these daily topics were assisted by the thirty-year classic
research of James Kouzes and Barry Posner as discussed in their
book, The Leadership Challenge: How to Make Extraordinary
Things Happen in Organizations (5th edition), the wisdom and wit
of Reggie McNeal in his book, Get a Life: It IS All About You, and
the resiliency formula of Richard A. Swenson in, Margin: Restoring
Emotional, Physical, Financial, and Time Reserves to Overloaded
Lives.
Bottom-line: you cannot give more than you have, organizations
do not rise above the level of their leader, leaders are at their best
when they model the way, inspire a shared vision, challenge the
process, enable others to act, and encourage the heart.
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New DMin Student Introduction
I am Dido Ntontolo, and I am originally from the Democratic Republic of Congo. I am married to my
lovely wife Emilie and with her God has blessed me with three beautiful children named Don, Afi,
and Grace.
I was born and raised in a Christian home. My father is a retired minister
trained in Sweden who served as the President of the Evangelical Church of
Congo for many years. My denomination in the Congo was founded by the
Svenska Mission Forbundest, a Swedish missionary society that evangelized Central Africa back in 1881.
I have lived in and visited several countries of the world: Sweden, Belgium,
Netherlands, Canada, Italy, Cameroon, and Ethiopia. I fluently speak
French, English (I like to think), Lingala, and Kikongo. Sadly, I have lost my
Swedish but still remember some words, and enjoy reading it more than
English.
My research project is about a study of the satisfaction of African immigrants with Pastoral Care services provided to them in the United States
Hospitals (USH). This research study wil pursue two main goals:

Dido Ntontolo

(1) To collect data, analyze, and interpret it in order to provide a
comprehensive measurement of the satisfaction of African patients and
their families with the Pastoral care provided to them in the USH.
(2) To formulate practical recommendations from an evidence-based approach that may
contribute to the development of best practices in the delivery of pastoral care to Afri
can patients and their families in the USH.

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
(Revelation 5:12b, NRSV)

Doctor of Ministry Program Overview
Program Foundations:
 Program is designed for persons holding the
Master of Divinity (MDiv) degree or its equivalent and are engaged in Christian ministry.


Practical focus is intentionally formatted to
increase professional ministry competency.



Ministry practitioners are equipped for advanced levels of theological reflection and
praxis of leadership, missiology, biblical
theology, and worship.



Spiritual formation emphasis fosters personal
development to become more like Christ,
which impacts all dimensions of one’s journey
and service to others.



Four-year in-service degree, the DMin permits
students to complete the program while remaining in full-time ministry.



Professional and personal development (16
credits) plus research and writing the doctoral
project (16 credits) comprise the curriculum.

Doctor of Ministry
Director
Rev. Dr. M. John Nissley
has served for 16 years as the
Professor of Spiritual Formation & Pastoral
Theology at
Winebrenner Theological
Seminary.
Since 2008, he has served as
the Doctor of
Ministry Director.
Contact Dr. John Nissley
(419) 434-4247 or
(800) 992-4987, ext. 4247
E-mail:
jnissley@winebrenner.edu

Program Distinctive: Doctoral students launch
their research project from the very beginning of
the program in order to integrate new insights
from seminars and cohort class sessions during
the entire 4-year study process.
Program Components:
1) Intensive One-Week Seminars—January & July
2) Individual Self-directed Learning—Before and
after each intensive seminar
3) Community Peer Learning—Cohort learning
experience
4) Doctoral Research Project—Research focus is
determined by the doctoral student’s ministry
context.
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