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May Showers
Bring Murray
Flowers!
“Look at what beauty the Lord has made for us to
enjoy!” says Mrs. Toni Murray of her flower garden.
And, wow was she right!
Murray, co-founder of Winebrenner’s “John and
Toni Murray Scholarship Fund”, initially worried
that the heavy rains of this past May would wipe out
new growth, was pleasantly surprised at the blessing
that came forth instead.
The rains began to flood her back creek in Fort
Wayne, Indiana and spill over into her, now 6-yearold garden. “I thought the mass amounts of rain
would drown out the recently planted ground cover
and be too much for some of the plants to grow, but
instead it was just what they needed to flourish and
blossom” she said. The heavy rains even brought
out flowers that had not previously sprouted.
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Welcome!

A Message from President Brent C. Sleasman, Ph.D.
Thank you for joining Winebrenner Theological
Seminary as, together, we seek to equip students
for service in God’s kingdom. Much has changed
since the start of Winebrenner over 75 years ago;
yet, despite these many changes, one thing has
remained constant: the desire of faculty and staff
to assist students in their quest to grow in a
relationship with Jesus.
Three specific commitments truly capture this
desire:
 Students are challenged to Gain Knowledge
by acquiring understanding of themselves, the
Scriptures, and most importantly, the God who
created and loves them;
 Students are challenged to Pursue Wholeness
and become the person that God that has created
them to be through a better understanding of the
history and theology of their particular faith
tradition;

Established in 2012, the Murray Scholarship came
about through a calling experience that Murray had
while serving on the Indiana State Board of Education’s
Christian Education Committee.

Toni Murray
Murray’s garden has never been so vibrant and full
of life and promise.
In this same way, Murray established the “John and
Toni Murray” Scholarship at Winebrenner
Theological Seminary to help seminarians flourish
and blossom into ministry and Kingdom service.

Murray said, “as a Board Committee member I had
the task of granting temporary licenses to ordained
pastors and realized that many of them were not able
to finish their degree due to their bi-vocational
commitments. In addition to being pastors, they held
other jobs, had families, had church duties, and their
own lives to manage. I felt called to help ease their
burden and support the church. Therefore, with
Winebrenner Theological Seminary, I established
the John and Toni Murray Scholarship Fund. ”
The Murray Scholarship Fund is an initiative to
assist seminarians with their Call by providing much
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 Students are challenged to Change Lives by
living out the calling that God has placed upon
their lives, regardless of their ministry context.
Higher education in 2018 is radically different
from even a few decades ago. As part of the Board
of Trustees long-term commitment to positioning
Winebrenner for a successful future, you will
now find our offices located on the second floor
of the Winebrenner building at 950 North Main
Street, in Findlay, Ohio.
I will be glad to share more about the changes
that have taken place since I became President of
Winebrenner on December 1, 2015. In many cases,
change is difficult. However, we are confident of
the future. But, even more importantly, we have
confidence in the God who is in control of our
present and our future. As the writer of Hebrews
reminds us, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever” (13:8).

needed financial assistance while creating equal
responsibility between The Murray Scholarship
Fund, the Seminary, the seminarian, and the Church.
The Scholarship has not only assisted in easing
the financial burden of students, but it has, also,
shortened the average time from enrollment to
degree completion.
Winebrenner President Brent C. Sleasman, Ph.D.,
said, “The John and Toni Murray Scholarship Fund
is a model fund that not only removes an obstacle
from those pursuing God’s calling, but it creates an
environment situated for long-term church success.”
Much like the flower garden, The Murray
Scholarship has brought about flowers that just
needed a little extra rain!

New Student Scholarship

The Power of the Pulpit
According to Reverend Larry Swaisgood, “biblical
preaching is one of the most important ways to
positively influence Kingdom building”. In the fall of
2017, Swaisgood put his passion into action!
Called upon by the Spirit to act, Swaisgood formally
established the “Scholarship Fund for Biblical
Preaching” at Winebrenner Theological Seminary.
A former student at Winebrenner, he wanted to
create a pathway to help further Christian ministry
in the context of persons pursing their spiritual gift
of preaching and make an immediate, direct impact
by equipping a new generation of Biblical preachers
for pulpits in local congregations. “The context of
the Scholarship is to assist those who are pursuing
the Masters of Divinity degree and encourage them
to preach the Word of Christ in their local churches,”
he said.
Swaisgood added that, “We must go privately before
God, before we can go publically to preach His word
on the pulpit. Only then can we use the pulpit to
transform the church. The Word delivered from the
pulpit must be powerful enough to make the scripture
come alive and penetrate hearts in a practical way.

People in the pews listen differently to the Word
than theologians encased in a library. The sermon
can’t be a book report, but instead needs to be a
living truth that provides practical solutions from
scripture. Winebrenner does a terrific job of helping
seminarians understand the theological basis of
scripture while equipping them to deliver the message
in a practical and relatable way.”
Winebrenner President Brent C. Sleasman, Ph.D.,
said, “Through the generosity of Rev. Swaisgood,
we continue helping seminarians understand the
importance of strong and meaningful preaching. His
donation truly demonstrates the power to influence
Kingdom activities in a current and long-term context.”
The Scholarship Fund will provide 10 new students,
who wish to pursue the Masters of Divinity Degree
(MDiv), a total of $5,000 per student, split evenly
amongst the 3 trimester enrollment period.
To be eligible for this scholarship, students must be
fully accepted to Winebrenner Theological Seminary.
All new MDiv students are eligible to apply. Application
will include the student’s written description of
their call into ministry and another 200+ words on

Left to right, Rev. Larry Swaisgood
and President Brent C. Sleasman, Ph.D.
the importance of Biblical preaching in the local
church. The third requirement is a written letter
of endorsement from a pastor or spiritual mentor,
connected to the student for over one year. The
letter of endorsement will be part of the scholarship
application. It could include elements of the student’s
call, discernment, and past relation to the mentor.
The endorsement must indicate why the author
believes the student would benefit from the MDiv
Degree.
For further information or consideration,
please contact Jim Smarkel, Director of Enrollment
Management at (419) 434-4220 or via email at
jsmarkel@winebrenner.edu.

Rotary Club of Toledo Awards
Winebrenner Theological Seminary

Dr. Joel and Kay Cocklin Head West!

Equipping Leaders
Winebrenner has received initial
notification that they have been selected
to receive a $10,000 Rotary Club of
Toledo Grant to provide pastoral training
to members of the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance of Toledo (IMA).
The IMA is made up of members
from over 60 different Christian
denominations who work together
to serve the worship and communal
needs of the Greater Toledo Region,
but primarily inner-City.

The Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, and students attended a dinner to wish
the Cocklin’s blessings on their journey. Those in attendance told stories of
admiration, laughter, and the blessing of their spirit. Best wishes to The Cocklins!
This fall the Cocklins will be starting a new adventure. For the past forty-eight
years Joel and Kay have gone where God has led them, and He has taken them to
many places here in the US and overseas. Now, they are moving to a place of their
own choosing – Conway, Arkansas, so that they can finally be closer to two-thirds
of their children and grandchildren. Neither of them knows what God has in
store for this next phase in their lives, but they are ready and willing to go and
find out! God’s plan is always exciting!
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The Rotary Club of Toledo is the 10th
largest Rotary Club in the world and, in
keeping with their motto, provide grants
as “service above self.” This particular
grant will allow IMA members to be
trained through the Winebrenner
Pastoral Training Institute. The effort
will provide pastors with much needed
best practices and trends in grief
awareness, formation, and other
present day challenges. Likewise,
Winebrenner faculty will equip the
IMA with annual best practice and
research presentations on matters
impacting their communities.

Jamey Schmitz

Honoris Causa

My Call

The Winebrenner Board of Trustees has
unanimously voted to honor and award
Mr. Jamey Schmitz, an Honorary Doctorate of Divinity at the 2018
Commencement Ceremony of Winebrenner Theological Seminary
on Saturday August 4, 2018.

By Heidi Masters-Siebenaler,
Counselor-in-training in the Master of
Arts in Clinical Counseling Program
(MACC) at Winebrenner Theological
Seminary

The Honoris Causa, Latin for the sake of honor, is one of the most highly
reserved forms of academic achievement and recognition at an institution
of higher learning.

My calling has never been just one
thing – be a counselor, be a wife, be a
mother, be an encourager to family
and friends – my calling has been to
listen and follow God’s voice (Isaiah
30: 21, New Living Translation) in
whatever direction or relationship He
provides. Since my calling is on-going
and dependent on my relationship
with my Heavenly Father, Winebrenner
Theological Seminary has been another
opportunity for me to listen, obey, and
trust His provision as I continue my
education to become a counselor; and
because Abba is complete in His call,
the lessons I am learning at Winebrenner
have also improved my relationships
and life roles. Abba has given me the
verse below to encourage me in my
calling to trust and obey His leading
– this verse is a reminder that each

Schmitz, a 1997 Winebrenner graduate, is the Founder, President and
CEO of Dominion Broadcasting, a non-profit organization whose mission
is to communicate the Gospel through electronic media. He oversees
WLMB-TV 40 TOLEDO and the YES-FM Radio Network which broadcasts
24/7 to the 2.3 million people that live in Northwest Ohio and Southeast
Michigan. He is the host of the Telly Award winning show Pastor’s Point,
now in its 15th season, and Main Street, now in its 6th season, and RadiantTV,
now entering its 3rd season. His ministry is reaching shut-ins, school
children, the lonely and afflicted, and the many who rejoice in the word
of the Lord. His work is 21st century discipleship.
According to Winebrenner President Brent C. Sleasman, Ph.D., “The
Honorary Doctorate of Divinity at Winebrenner is bestowed upon an
individual who demonstrates exemplary Kingdom and ministerial service.
Jamey’s ministry, on a daily basis, reaches millions of people – bringing
Christ to them, where they are. Jamey is highly deserving of this honor
and it will be a privilege to recognize him at Commencement in August.”

Heidi Masters-Siebenaler
and her husband, Mike Siebenaler.
morning He awakens me, I can have
wisdom to encourage others and
understanding in all that I have yet to
learn.
“The Sovereign LORD has given me
a well-instructed tongue with His
words of wisdom, so that I will know
how to comfort and sustain the weary.
He wakens me morning by morning,
wakens my ear to understanding and
to listen like one being instructed”
(Isaiah 50:4, a combination of
New Living Translation and New
International Version).

Faculty Spotlight

From the Desk of Dr. David Barbee
My primary teaching fields are history and theology. I have been working in
these disciplines now for over twenty years. It all began with a survey of the
history of Christianity course as an undergraduate, culminating many years
later with a doctorate from the
University of Pennsylvania.
Dr. James Barbee

One of the challenges of working in history in the postmodern context is
demonstrating the relevance of the past to the present. We live in an era of
historical amnesia in which we have decided culturally that our beliefs are
historical constructs, but we have also determined the past is of no matter.
Studying history, then, becomes a means of self-identification, but also an
apologetic strategy.

My research tends to gravitate toward
questions of sources—how people in
the past have read the Bible or how
theologians use earlier theology. Most
of my research centers upon the late
medieval period and early Protestant
Reformation, though I have started to
creep ever so slowly into the twentieth
century.

It goes without saying that we believe what we believe, in part, because of
decisions made at councils centuries ago. But there have been many missteps
within the church along the way and those must be accounted for in a responsible
and thoughtful manner.
History, then, becomes both an exercise in self-understanding insofar as we
claim to be a part of this thing called the church and a task of apologetics in a world
that queries the past deeds of Christians.
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Called Up!
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to attend.
Sponsorship deadline is Friday, July 20, 2018.
Individual(s) ticket purchase deadline is Wednesday,
August 1, 2018.

CALLED UP!
FUNDRAISER OUTING

950 N. Main Street  Findlay, Ohio 45840

NAME:________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
□	I would like to help the students at Winebrenner Theological Seminary by sponsoring the event, my donation check is enclosed

with the return donation envelope.
□ I plan to use the tickets and attend.
□ I cannot attend, please donate the tickets to the students and their families.
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