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A Letter from

A Winebrenner Graduate
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say
you have faith but do not have works? Can faith
save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks
daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of
that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
James 2:14-17
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Winebrenner Theological Seminary exists to equip
leaders for service in God’s Kingdom. For 76-years,
the Seminary has nurtured, developed, and grown
Disciples of the Good News. However, we have not
been able to do this without your support.
Your donations help the Seminary prepare
theologically educated students for ministry and
clinical service. These are the individuals who
shepherd us on our Kingdom journey! The difference
you make in their lives is truly sent from the Father.
Recently, we received a letter from one of our
Winebrenner graduates that I was compelled by the
Spirit to share with you in this edition of The Call. The
letter was not solicited but rather a work of His will!
If the letter touches you in the way that it did us,
I would ask that you consider making a year-end
donation to Winebrenner today.
Will you put your faith into action
and help us continue His works?
We pray that you will consider helping us continue
to build for the Kingdom of God by placing the enclosed
“Amen” sticker on the inside of the remittance
envelope with your year-end donation today. Your
year-end donations, in any amount, help us to fulfil
the work we have been called to do.

As a result of my five years total of education at
Winebrenner, I have had 40 years of wonderful
ministry in the Lord’s service. I was blessed to
have four years in pastorate at Blue River Church
in Indiana. I then was blessed with the opportunity
to prepare for Chaplaincy through the Clinical
Pastoral Education with five more units.
To make a long story shorter, I spent the next
thirty years caring for God’s people in Children’s
Hospital of Michigan; Macomb County Jail, Macomb,
Michigan; Oakwood Hospital, Dearborn, Michigan;
and Heritage Hospital, Trenton, Michigan.
Who would have thought a little girl from a suburb
could have such a wonderful journey as this.

Wouldn’t trade it for the world. I cherish the
day I felt God’s call:
“Phyllis, I want you to go to seminary
and prepare to serve me and minister to
my people.”
I pray the whole journey has been to hear his
words. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Since I didn’t have the opportunity to get to
know you, I just wanted you to know the wonderful
opportunity you have to facilitate this kind of
journey for the students at Winebrenner.
In Christ’s service and God’s blessing,
Phyllis Miller, MACE, Class of 1996
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“Never-ceasing watchfulness,
of steadfast endurance . . ”.
Words so fitting of one of the most enduring
congregations and churches – Hanover First
Church of God, Hanover, PA.
For 101 years, Hanover has served as a beacon
of hope, ministry, and steadfast endurance
in their community and, truly, throughout the
world. Founded in 1917, the Church has grown
to over a 1000 attendees on any given Sunday.
From the Gospel of Matthew 5:7, Hanover has
fully embraced their role as a beacon, to give
light to the world. Often referred to as Hanover
Beacon, the congregation is led by Senior
Pastor Jerry Shoap.
Originally from the Shippensburg First Church
of God, Pastor Jerry and his wife Janice, have
been blessed with Church and ministry growth.
Over the course of their 30-year history with
Hanover, services have grown from 70 congregants to as many as a 1,000 culturally and diverse
members of their community; the physical plant
has expanded; and Hanover ministries have
stretched to include full life-cycle engagement.
Currently, Hanover has ministries that include:
 Wonder Way – pre-school ministry laying a
foundation of God’s love for the youngest
congregational members;
 252 Main Street – ministry to elementary
children focusing on biblical virtues;
 The Rock Student Ministry – a place for
teenagers to come together and engage in
conversations about God;

 Life Groups – individuals or families who are
committed to doing life together. They meet
regularly in homes, coffee shops, restaurants, and
other gathering places for the purpose of
connecting with God, one another, and the local
community;
 Women’s Ministries – Heart to Heart is HFCOG’s
ministry to women. Offering weekly Bible studies,
an annual conference, and other special events
over the course of the year;
 Men’s Ministries – Men of Distinction is a ministry
that reaches out to men to help them become
rooted in Christ enabling them to be the husbands
and fathers that God intends for them to be.
 Other in-house ministries include: Senior
Adults, Divorce Care, Grief Share, Widow’s
Support, Special Needs, and The Bridge;
 Partner to the YMCA offering cooperative
affiliate relations;
 And, of course, the Winebrenner Theological
Seminary Scholarship – funding is provided to
offer Hanover Members preparing for Christian
ministry access to theological studies from the
Seminary of its founding denomination.
And as Pastor Jerry points out, “our congregational
members even have ministries outside of the Church
that are substantially made up of our members.
The people of Hanover FCOG are loving, caring,
and globally conscious,” he says. Pastor Jerry points
out that before Hanover became what it is today, it
received assistance from the Greenvillage Church
of God, and now that Hanover has been blessed,
they “pay the blessing forward.” Hanover gives away
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26% of its income in service to Christ. As Pastor
Jerry says, “we give until we cannot.”
Hanover’s legacy of service and giving is certainly
a reflection of Pastor Jerry’s own Call to serve in
the name of Jesus Christ. His calling to serve was
instilled by his mother, Margorie – a member
of Shippensburg First Church of God since 1937
(and who will celebrate her 88th Birthday in
January – Happy Birthday!). Pastor Jerry felt his
first inclination to serve the Lord when he was
just 18 years of age. His discernment process,
though, came to fruition after working many
years in the construction and manufacturing
fields. He credits his decision to minister to
many pastors who mentored him along the way
such as Pastor Forest Weist, Pastor Hull Byers,
Pastor Joe Lewis and Pastor James Moss, Sr.
Pastor Jerry said, “For 16 years, I wasn’t ready to
answer the call, but I always knew that God wanted
me to do this. I took time to talk to those closest
to me, to volunteer and become involved. It wasn’t
a bright flash of light; instead I was called in God’s
time.” As he was once told by Ken Boldosser,
“even Jesus was a carpenter before he became
a preacher!”
Since receiving his pastoral license from the
Eastern Region in 1978 and his ordination in 1992,
he and the Hanover Church of God have been
helping others to see the Church as family . . .
something you never give up on.
Hanover Church of God – a beacon to all who seek
His light!

Board of
Trustees Update

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Joel Pollitz

When God began to prompt Joel Pollitz towards
vocational ministry, Winebrenner Theological
Seminary was his natural choice. The Seminary
is theologically open to his denomination and
the campus is commuting distance from his
hometown of Toledo. In addition, the Seminary’s
mix of online classes, week long intensives, and
on-campus courses fit well into his already busy
schedule.
For five years, Joel has been working with
Brothers United, a division of Pathway Inc. in
Toledo, Ohio. This government funded program
comes alongside 16 to 24 year old dads and
stepdads, counseling, resourcing and training
them for the invaluable role of fatherhood.
Given Joel’s BA in Social Work, his natural
people skills and his tremendous heart for
service, Winebrenner’s Master of Arts in Family
Ministry program is a great fit. Indeed, Joel
consistently applies the skills he is gaining from
the MAFM program directly to his work with the
young dads and stepdads in Brothers United.
“Since starting at Winebrenner, I feel much
more confident in what I do. I work with men

who are very different from me and their stories
are so different from my story. I have one-onone interviews with them all day long and I am
only able to relate to them in a real way thanks to
the listening, interviewing and crisis care skills I
am learning.”
Joel also recognizes the impact the MAFM
program has had on his life as a whole. The
program’s strong emphasis on personal
formation, including personalized attention
from faculty members, has guided and
strengthened Joel as a social worker, a husband,
and soon-to-be father. As he and his wife Kyesha
look forward to the arrival of twins this winter,
he reflects, “I have what I need to love my kids,
discipline my kids, and disciple my kids. I have
the tools and skills I need to show my kids how
to get to know Jesus. I have a lot of things in my
repertoire, I just need to practice them!”
We are privileged to educate and influence
leaders like Joel who in turn are actively
influencing others. And we are grateful to our
donors who make Winebrenner’s excellent
programs possible.

On November 1 and 2, the Winebrenner Theological
Seminary Board of Trustees held our bi-annual
meeting. As Board Chair, I would like to take a moment
to update you on a few key outcomes.
Unanimously, the Board approved a new Strategic
Plan to guide the Seminary activity from 2018
through 2023 – which will take us into our 81st year
of equipping leaders for service in God’s kingdom.
The Strategic Plan emerged over the past year as we
listened to the Seminary’s Administration, Faculty,
and Staff, the Board of Trustees, Churches of God,
General Conference leadership, and many of you, our
donor and support base. The plan focuses on areas
that are intentionally designed to increase enrollment
and philanthropic giving.
Winebrenner Mission: “Winebrenner equips
leaders for service in God’s Kingdom.”
Winebrenner Vision: “Helping Christ-focused
servants transform the world.”
In order to accomplish the mission and vision, three
themes were confirmed:
 Collaborative Relationships
 Contextualized Education
 Community of Learners

Joel and Kyesha Pollitz at Life
Chapel Church in Walbridge,
Ohio where they attend.

Furthermore, the Board of Trustees approved a
revised Handbook of Operations, received administrative and instructional updates from each functional
area, and agreed to participate in the “In Trust” WISE
Stewards Initiative. Funded by the M.J. Murdock
Charitable Trust, the WISE Stewards Initiative is
taking members of the Winebrenner Board of
Trustees through training that will assist in building
a stronger capacity for long-term success.
Winebrenner Theological Seminary is positioning
itself for long-term sustainability in service to God’s
Kingdom. I can assure you that the faculty, staff,
and administration along with the Board of Trustees
are intentionally focused on His work.
I ask that you consider joining us by making a
donation, an investment in His Seminary today.
John Bookmyer
Board Chair
Winebrenner Theological Seminary
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From the Desk of

Bruce Coats

An email popped up in my account
about one year ago. It came from
Winebrenner Theological Seminary;
as a California resident, I had never
heard of Winebrenner. President Brent
Sleasman had received my resume
through a mutual friend and was asking
if I would be willing to enter the search
process for the position of Vice President
of Academic Advancement. Something
inside jumped and said, “This one.”
Through the process, I was asked
several times in multiple ways a question
I have also heard since moving here,
“Why Winebrenner Theological
Seminary?” One obvious reason is that
being at a similar position at a Bible
College/Seminary in California had
taken me out of the Midwest, which had
been home for most of my life; moving
to Findlay was a chance to get a little
closer to family. Something else,
however, had captured my imagination.
Sometimes when we interview for a
new job, something is said that captures
the interest of the other party, even
without knowing it at the time. During

the process, collaboration
had been mentioned.
While that has become
a buzz word, it was talked
about in a way that was more than
shared decision making between
team members; it was a desire to
collaborate with other ministries for
seminary education, with a willingness
to consider the possibility that
recontextualizing seminary education
might bring positive changes.

If you are looking for an easy way to help Winebrenner continue its mission of
equipping leaders for service in God’s Kingdom this Christmas season, we have a
program that will put a smile on your face!
Amazon is offering to donate 0.5% of your purchases to Winebrenner
Theological Seminary. All you have to do is start your shopping at smile.amazon.
com and they will donate part of your purchases back to the Seminary. You shop
as you normally would on the site, at no extra cost to you, and you don’t need to
make a separate account.
You will be able to tell you are shopping from the correct page if you see the
AmazonSmile logo in the corner of the page and it says, “Supporting:
Winebrenner Theological Seminary.” When you hover over Winebrenner’s name
you will be able to see additional information about us and track the donation
amount that you have generated through your purchases.

I have always wanted to try big things
for God, even impossible things. At
twenty-four-years-old, I had become
a senior pastor and led the process of
merging two struggling congregations
into one church (long before anyone
else was doing it). The Bible College
in California where I was the Chief
Academic Officer had a unique structure
also and liked trying new things. The
chance to innovate Seminary education
with new collaborative partners made
me more than curious. It excited me!

The AmazonSmile Foundation will directly make the donation for you to the Seminary
and you won’t pay any extra for anything when you use AmazonSmile.
Please consider helping us by making your normal Amazon purchases through
smile.amazon.com.

Where Are They Now?

Such excitement made me anxious
as I waited to see if an offer would be
extended from Winebrenner. When that
email came to my inbox, I was beyond
thrilled to accept.

Pastor Don Bartow prefers to be called just that, Pastor. He adheres
to the more contextually conservative use, as opposed to Reverend,
to remain in theological alignment prescribed in Psalm 111:9.
This 1954 Graduate of Winebrenner Theological Seminary would
have made his mentor,Dr. Gale Ritz, proud in this approach.

Pastor
Don
Bartow

The way Bartow explains it, “While at Seminary, Dr. Ritz left an important mark
on my life. He was a very humble and solemn man, but sure would get after you if he
didn’t like your approach!” This style worked well for Bartow and it has stayed
with him during his full life of ministry to serving others in the name of Christ.

Your Gift Matched on

Even before his graduation from Winebrenner in 1954, Bartow began his life of
service. As he tells it, “When I was 20-years-old, still in college, I was appointed
to serve three churches.At one of the churches, the Preacher was grooming me
to take his place, but he never told me about it, that is until the day he told me I was
going to take over that church. It really didn’t surprise me, but it sure did take
one of the congregants, a farmer, a bit by surprise. I will never forget it. After it
was announced that I would be leading the church, the farmer said, ‘Who this kid?’”

On Tuesday November 27th, your gift to Winebrenner Theological Seminary will
be matched by the Findlay-Hancock County Community Foundation, up to a total
of $500. We are asking all of our supporters to consider giving on that day, whether
it is $1, $10 or $100; your donations helps the Seminary reach the match goal. It
would be a great day to make your end-of-the-year donation to Winebrenner!
#GivingTuesday is a global day to give back. Nonprofits, families, businesses,
community centers, and students around the world come together for one
common purpose: to celebrate generosity and to give. It’s a simple idea. It is
a global celebration of generosity and your donations help support those who
are called to serve.

Seventy-one years later, that kid, a self-described ‘hillbilly’ who never even
knew what the word theology meant until Seminary, has gone on to become a
‘good and faithful servant.’ Matthew 25:23
This good and faithful servant has spent a lifetime serving others and letting God
lead the way.

For the match, your donation must be made within the 24 hours of November
27th itself to qualify. To have your donation matched, go to:

“How else could this hillbilly preacher have had these experiences,” he says in
reference to his authoring the book God Encounters, meeting and having dinner
with the 43rd Presidentof the United States, George W. Bush, at the Whitehouse,
and experiencing so many miracles of giving through his ministry at The Total
Living Center (TLC). The TLC provides full service care for the needy in Canton,
Ohio 365-days a year including meals, laundry, clinic, chiropractic, beauty care,
and worship services on Sunday.

www.winebrenner.edu/Give

on the 27th and give – it is that easy!
You are also welcome to call us at the Seminary and make a donation by phone.
Simply let us know you are calling to support the Seminary’s #GivingTuesday
effort. The toll-free phone number to the Seminary is 1-800-992-4987.

We are honored to call Pastor Bartow a Winebrenner Theological Seminary Graduate!
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