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“Winebrenner equips leaders for service in God’s Kingdom.”
Term: Summer 2025
Course: CC 6000 Research and Evaluation
Professor of Record: 
Phone: 
Email: 
Office/Contact Hours: I have no set office hours, but I will be available in person, via Zoom, or by phone upon student request. Please text or email to schedule this in advance.
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course presents an introduction to counseling research methods. It will review research and evaluation processes, concepts of validity, and issues of reliability, research designs and common statistical tests. Students will learn to critique professional research articles, conduct simple quantitative and qualitative research, write a counseling research proposal, and translate research into practice.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course addresses the following 2024 CACREP Standards for Clinical Mental Health Counseling programs. At the conclusion of this course, the successful student will be able to understand:

1. Statistical concepts, including scales of measurement, measures of central tendency, indices of variability, shapes and types of distributions, and correlations (3.G.3.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
2. Reliability and validity in the use of assessments (3.G.4.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
3. The importance of research in advancing the counseling profession, including the use of research to inform counseling practice (3.H.1.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
4. Identification and evaluation of the evidence base for counseling theories, interventions, and practices (3.H.2.)
· Assessment occurs through research project proposal
5. Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods research designs (3.H.3.)
· Assessment occurs through research study example, journal article critique, and research project proposal
6. Practice-based and action research methods (3.H.4.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
7. Statistical tests used in conducting research and program evaluation (3.H.5.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
8. Analysis and use of data in research (3.H.6.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
9. Use of research methods and procedures to evaluate counseling interventions (3.H.7.)
· Assessment occurs through research project proposal
10. Program evaluation designs and procedures, including needs assessments, formative assessments, and summative assessments to inform decision-making and advocacy (3.H.8.)
· Assessment occurs through research project proposal
11. Culturally sustaining and developmentally relevant outcome measures for counseling services (3.H.9.)
· Assessment occurs through research project proposal
12. Ethical and legal considerations relevant to conducting, interpreting, and reporting the results of research and program evaluation (3.H.10.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal
13. Culturally sustaining and developmentally responsive strategies for conducting, interpreting, and reporting the results of research and program evaluation (3.H.11.)
· Assessment occurs through journal article critique and research project proposal

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

American Psychological Association. (2019). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association. (7th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

Houser, R. (2014). Counseling and educational research: Evaluation and application (3rd ed). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
NOTE: There is a 4th edition available, but if you’d like to save money, go with the 3rd edition. Reading assignments are provided for both editions.

METHODOLOGY

	 The course will utilize didactic and experiential learning activities, such as a lecture and discussion, small group discussions, multimedia, and in-class and out of class assignments to develop critical thinking skills.
EVALUATION AND GRADE SCALE

Grade Scale

	Letter Grade 
	Percentage 

	A+ 
	99-100% 

	A 
	94-98% 

	A- 
	90-93% 

	B+ 
	87-89% 

	B 
	83-86% 

	B- 
	80-82% 

	C+ 
	77-79% 

	C 
	73-76% 

	C- 
	70-73% 

	F 
	Below 70% 

	I 
	Incomplete 

	W 
	Withdrawn 



A course grade of F will not meet the requirements for degree credit.

Pluses and minuses are regularly assigned. The student’s GPA is determined by dividing the total points by the number of trimester hours completed. 
		 
Calculation of grade will be based on the following:

Participation	20 	pts
Research Article Example	5 	pts
Journal Article Critique	15	pts
Chapter 1 Draft (Intro/Prob Statement)	20 	pts
Chapter 2 Draft (Literature Review)	20 	pts
Chapter 3 Draft (Methodology)	20 	pts
Research Project Proposal	50 	pts
------------------------------------------------------------------
TOTAL 	150 	pts


COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Students must satisfactorily complete each of the course projects. Grades will be calculated on a total of 150 points for the course. Format for projects is double-spaced with appropriate documentation of sources, utilizing the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 7th Edition. 


ASSIGNMENTS:

Participation (Professional Behavior) - A portion of your grade will depend upon your level of participation during class each week. This means arriving to class on time, staying for the duration of class, and remaining focused during the allotted class time. This also means being prepared for class by bringing textbooks, articles, and other course material to class each week. Additionally, reading required materials and viewing required videos prior to class time is essential as students cannot enter into class discussions and activities with relevant questions and comments if they are not prepared. Spontaneous assessment may be given as a means to assess student preparedness. As we strive to provide a biblically-based approach to counseling, it is expected that you evaluate all readings and discussions from a Christian perspective and work to integrate biblical truth into your life, thought, and work.
1. 
Students who have agreed to be online will take class via Zoom. Students attending class via Zoom should do so in a distraction-free environment and a learning posture. Taking class while driving or engaged in other activities that require direct attention should be avoided. It is preferred that students attend class from a webcam-equipped computer or tablet with a keyboard and use headphones if background noise is present. 
2. 
Students who have agreed to be on campus will be on campus for every class session. Non-compliance will be considered an absence.
3. 
Research Article Example - Students will locate and submit an example of a research study from a peer-reviewed journal in the student’s research area of interest in order to demonstrate the ability to differentiate between research studies and other types of professional literature.

Journal Article Critique - Students will select, read, and critique a research study presented as journal articles from peer-reviewed journals. Possible resources will be discussed in class. Students will identify relevant sections and provide a brief explanation of each study (1 page) and critique the article (2 pages) based on criteria provided. Critiques should be no longer than 5 pages in length and must be in APA style. The article being critiqued must be submitted along with the student’s critique paper on Populi.

Research Project Proposal - The Research Project Proposal is a signature assignment for this course and will be written in sections, with each section being turned in for review: Chapter 1 (Introduction and Problem Statement), Chapter 2 (Literature Review), and Chapter 3 (Methodology). Students will identify a research topic relevant to clinical mental health counseling and develop a research project proposal. Students will conduct a sample 4- to 5-page literature review in APA style, develop appropriate research hypotheses, select an appropriate research model, and design research procedures. Drafts will be reviewed on an ongoing basis by the instructor as requested by the student. Proposals must be in APA style including title page, appropriate headings, and reference page. Maximum 15 pages (excluding title page and references). 



CLASS SCHEDULE

In-person students: Winebrenner Room 252

Online students: 
https://findlay.zoom.us/j/98544384008?pwd=RmxEVVpFV0VFOEVkYWhzMVJKcjJrQT09
Meeting ID: 985 4438 4008
Passcode: @5v93m

Notes: 
· Assignments are due by Saturday night at 11:59pm EDT of the week indicated.
· There will be no live class on 5/27/24 due to Memorial Day, but there will be a recorded lecture that you are required to watch prior to the next class session.

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment Due (Date)

	1
	4/29/24
	Introduction and overview
	

	2
	5/6/24
	Variables in research
	Proposal topic draft (5/11)

	3
	5/13/24
	Purpose statement & hypotheses
	Research article example (5/18)

	4
	5/20/24
	Quantitative research methods, part 1
	

	5
	5/27/24
	Quantitative research methods, part 2
	Chapter 1 draft (6/1)

	6
	6/3/24
	Literature review
	Journal article critique (6/8)

	7
	6/10/24
	Qualitative research methods, part 1
	

	8
	6/17/24
	Qualitative research methods, part 2
	Chapter 2 draft (6/22)

	9
	6/24/24
	Instrumentation & sampling
	

	10
	7/1/24
	Ethics in research
	Chapter 3 draft (7/6)

	11
	7/8/24
	Mixed methods research
	

	12
	7/15/24
	Results & evaluation
	Final proposal (7/20)





Reading Assignments:

The 3rd edition of Houser is the official textbook for this course, but there is also a 4th edition. Please note which version you have and read according to the schedule below. 


	Week
	3rd Edition Reading
	4th Edition Reading

	1
	Chapter 1
	Chapter 1

	2
	Chapters 2 & 18
	Chapter 18

	3
	Chapter 12
	Chapter 10

	4
	Chapter 3
	Chapter 7

	5
	Chapter 4
	Chapter 3

	6
	Chapter 11
	Chapter 9

	7
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 4

	8
	Chapter 6
	Chapter 8

	9
	Chapters 13 & 15
	Chapter 11 & 12

	10
	Chapter 7
	Chapter 5

	11
	Chapter 10
	Chapter 2

	12
	Chapters 16 & 17
	Chapters 14 & 15




WEBSITES

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry (AACAP), http://www.aacap.org/

DSM V, www.dsm5.org 

Society of Clinical and Adolescent Psychology, http://effectivechildtherapy.org/

Child Mind Institute, Childmind.org

National Institute of Mental Health, https://www.nimh.nih.com

Therapist Aid, www.TherapistAid.com
THE SEMINARY POLICIES FOR PAPERS AND LATE WORK
All work is due to the professor on or before the final day of class, according to the syllabus schedule.

Late Work During the Term. 
A student who submits assigned written work late during the trimester, when the lateness is not due to a serious illness or death of a family member or extreme life/ministry situations outside his/her control, will have his or her grade on such late work reduced a total of 10% for the first week’s lateness (from one to seven days). The reduction will be an additional 10% for the second week’s lateness (from eight to fourteen days, for a cumulative total of 20% penalty); and another 10% for the third week’s lateness, after which the grade on the late work becomes an F. This same policy will also apply to scheduled examinations or tests. Students may petition the instructor in writing for an exception to this policy. When such exceptions last longer than the initial one week, the Academic Dean’s office shall be notified by the instructor. 

The instructor may have a stricter policy provided they consult with the Academic Dean to make a final determination. It must be clearly stated in the syllabus with corresponding reasons for the exception, such as multiple assignments building on each other. Late work may not be submitted after the end of a term without filing for a request for an extension of the course through the Academic Dean’s office.

DISABILITY INFORMATION
If you are a student with a disability, it is your responsibility to notify your professor and the Student Success & Records Coordinator at least one week prior to the needed service so that reasonable accommodations can be made. See the catalog for the full policy.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
[bookmark: _Hlk46935464]Academic integrity is the personal responsibility of students to represent as their own work in reports, papers, or examinations only what they are entitled to honestly present.  Violations of academic integrity include dishonesty and plagiarism.  If a student violates the standard on academic integrity, he or she will be subject to disciplinary action determined by the instructor and Academic Dean. See the catalog for full policy.

PROFESSIONAL DISPOSITIONS
The Master of Arts in Clinical Counseling Program has adopted a set of dispositions to be demonstrated by all students. These dispositions include:

· Commitment - including counselor identity, investment, advocacy, collaboration, and interpersonal competence;
· Openness to ideas - including learning, identifying needed changes, giving and receiving feedback to and from others, and engaging in self-development;
· Respect for self and others - including honoring diversity, self-care, and wellness;
· Integrity - including personal responsibility, maturity, honesty, courage, and congruence;
· Self-awareness - including humility and self-reflection.

These dispositions represent the values of the Department of Counselor Education at Winebrenner Theological Seminary. All students should embody these dispositions inside and outside the classroom to the greatest extent possible.

ZOOM ETIQUETTE
Students attending class via Zoom should do so in a distraction free environment and a learning posture. Taking class while driving or engaged in other activities that requires direct attention should be avoided. It is preferred that students attend class from a webcam equipped computer or tablet with keyboard and use headphones if background noise is present. Participation grades do include students’ attentiveness in-person and online.

[bookmark: _Hlk46935327]All students are subject to policies outlined in the Winebrenner Catalog. 
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