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Ohio Mennonite Conference
Box 210 · Kidron, OH 44636
Phone: 330-857-5421 · Email: office@ohiomennoniteconference.org

Full Time Solo Pastor 
Salem Mennonite Church, Elida, OH

About Salem Mennonite Church: We are a church family of sisters and brothers seeking to follow Christ. We want to grow in our walk with Jesus as we welcome, care for, and serve one another and our neighbors. Fellowship with, and support of one another and service to the community are central to our life together. Salem Mennonite is a member congregation of Ohio Mennonite Conference.
Job Description
Preaching
· Sermons that interpret the biblical narrative and gospel message and apply them to the life of the congregation and its members are the most visible aspect of the pastor’s ministry. 
· We affirm the pastor taking the time for reading, study, and prayer, necessary to prepare meaningful messages. 
· The congregation welcomes guest preachers and sermons offered by members. These are scheduled by the pastor in consultation with the elders.

Worship
The pastor gives oversight to worship.
· Worship leaders typically plan elements of the service to compliment the scripture and sermon of the day. The pastor may be more involved in the process, at his or her discretion. He or she may also select an overarching focus and unifying theme for a series of Sundays or a season of the church year. 
· The music leader and song leaders select congregational songs and hymns with any input from the pastor. Music is accompanied by pianists and/or a small praise band (typically guitar(s), bass, drums, piano).
· The worship bulletin and presentation slides are produced by volunteers
· The pastor and elders work together to administer the ordinances, currently Communion about four times per year and foot (or hand) washing occasionally.
· The pastor takes primary responsibility for special ministries and services: infant dedications, baptisms, weddings, funerals etc.

Formation
In cooperation with the elders and other leaders:
· Oversee the youth mentoring program which pairs each youth with an adult member.
· Plan and lead preparation for those seeking baptisms.
· Meet with prospective members offering appropriate orientation and instruction.
· Support the Sunday School program, as needed.


Pastoral Care
In partnership with the elders:
· Visit those in time of medical or other special needs.
· Visit elderly members. Younger members and families do not expect routine home visits.
· Reach out to members with special concerns.
· Offer pastoral counseling when it is occasionally requested, making appropriate referrals. 
· Refer church and community members needing financial or other assistance to the Perilampo Committee

Administration
Salem keeps committee meetings to a minimum. The primary administrative responsibilities are:
· Meet monthly with the elders and church council and help guide their work.
· Administer the church office.
· Maintain membership records.

Wider Church and Community Relationships
· Mennonite Connections - Salem recognizes the importance of our relations with the Ohio Mennonite Conference, Mennonite Church USA, and other denominational programs and institutions. We hope our pastor will join with our delegates and members in maintaining these relationships and supporting these bodies in whatever way seems appropriate.
· Ecumenical Relations – Participate in the local ministerial group and area inter-church activities. 
· Community Involvements – Engage with local and/or wider service, ministry, and advocacy groups as interest, opportunity, and time permit.

Self-care
As the pastor tends to the health and welfare of the congregation, we are committed to the wellbeing of the pastor. We encourage her or him to:
· Discuss self-care with the elders on a regular basis.
· Reserve at least one full day off from the work of ministry each week
· Participate in a pastor peer group and other Ohio Mennonite Conference activities for pastors (and spouses).
· Take time away for personal and professional growth such as seminary pastors and leaders conferences, personal retreats, etc.
· Take advantage of the continuing education allowance and periodic sabbatical offered by the congregation.

Church Website: www.salemmennonite.com 
For more information or to express interest in applying for the position, contact Paula Snyder Belousek, Conference Minister, Ohio Mennonite Conference: paula@ohiomennoniteconference.org
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